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Welcome to Valley View
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Community Primary School, Leeds

Choosing a school for your child is an important
decision.We believe thatthe choice involves much
more than bricks and mortar, more even than test
results and inspectors’ views, though all of these
are important. We hope that this prospectus will
give you a flavour of our very popular school
which serves a wide area in the west of Leeds.

Valley View Community Primary School offers
places for up to 60 children in Reception each
September from the age of four. We also
welcome children into other year groups if there
are places available. Parents and carers regularly
report that they are happy because of our high
expectations; the exciting learning opportunities
we offer our children; and because we work hard
to ensure children feel safe, are well cared for and
supported as individuals.

We are blessed with a generously sized building
and expansive grounds. This means we can offer
lots of enrichment and sport opportunities as well
as having a Forest School provision for all ages of
children.

For three year olds (in the term after their third
birthday) we have a teacher-led nursery class.
This high quality provision offers flexible learning
for the youngest children. Parents and carers
can choose patterns to suit their needs for either
15 or 30 hours per week, and can also pay for
wrap-around care between 7.30am and 5.30pm.
Children in nursery have free-flow access to
learning indoors or outdoors; the area they use is

spacious, well-resourced and allows for creativity.

Our vision statement is ‘Enjoying, achieving
and learning together’ and you will sense this
as soon as you step inside our school. The ethos
of community and togetherness is woven into
all that we do, and this is evident in the nurture,
compassion and respect which we all share with
one another.

At certain times of the year we hold Open
Evenings and Open Days, but we are also very
happy to arrange a convenient time for an
individual appointment. We encourage you to
visit us and see everyone at our school ‘enjoying,
achieving and learning together” You can be
assured of a warm welcome.

We look forward to meeting you.

Mrs Claire Griffiths
Headteacher

Mrs Sarah Griggs
Headteacher

“Parents, carers and pupils value the sense

of family. Everyone is very proud of being a
member of Valley View. This is a caring school,
with a real sense of community spirit. Pupils are
well cared for and valued. Adults and pupils
have strong relationships. They bring to life

the school’s vision of ‘Enjoying, achieving and
learning together”.

Ofsted , May 2019




A school where ...

... tradition is still part of 21st Century learning

Valley View Community Primary School opened in
2006 with our school nursery following a few years
later. We pride ourselves on our commitment to
ensuring a strong family atmosphere and we know
each child as an individual. We have continued as
we began - as a school where superb teaching
is delivered by highly skilled and talented staff
and where learning is rich and exciting. We are
proud of having created an environment where
everyone, adults and children alike, care for and
respect each other.

We want our children to develop as responsible
young people with the ability to make informed
and appropriate decisions abouttheir futures, and
with the creativity, independence and resilience
to become well-rounded individuals and to make
valuable contributions to their community and to
their own lives.

As soon as we opened, we established traditions
of which our community is rightly proud. We offer
traditional arts and musical activities as well as
opportunities for our children to travel and learn
in different environments. We are also fortunate to
have fantastic sports facilities which are used for
competitive sport as well as ensuring that physical
activity is enjoyed by all pupils.

When you stand around our community Christmas
tree, accompanied by the concert band,
awaiting the arrival of Father Christmas, you will
understand the importance of some of our most

long-standing traditions.

We are very lucky that much of our learning takes
place in our spacious, modern and bright school
building. Each class has additional space so that
groups of children can work in areas outside the
classroom or can take part in more creative and
independent activities.

We have a specialist music room, outdoor forest
lodge as well as a dedicated dining room, hall
and nurture room. Our grounds are huge and
include two playground areas, outdoor learning
area with forest school lodge, two fields, two trim
trails and wooded area. All learning areas are well
resourced with an abundance of modern learning
resources and interactive technology.

We are committed to preparing our children for
living in a global community and are very proud
of our partnerships with children in many other
parts of the world. We have partner schools
in a number of European countries and have
welcomed visitors from these schools as well
as taking our oldest pupils abroad to see how
education differs in other countries. Wherever
possible, we celebrate diversity and look for ways
to use this to enrich all aspects of our curriculum.

“We are really happy with all the great
support our son has received and
opportunities he has at Valley View.”
Parent of Year 4 child, Summer 2023










A school where...

...a happy beginning is as important as a happy ending

Early Years is where the ‘foundation stones’
are laid for effective learning. Children starting
school now will be leaving school close to 2035
and will live in a world very different from the one
we know now. Most of our children begin their
journey in the Foundation Stage. Here at the age
of three, four or five, we welcome children from
a wide variety of Early Years settings and very
effectively bring together children from our own
school nursery, as well as other school and private
nurseries around west Leeds.

In our Foundation Stage Reception classes, skilled
practitioners support our youngest children
to learn through first-hand experience. We
have extensive and well-established transition
arrangements which ensure that all our children
settle quickly and happily into school life.

We believe that children learn most effectively
when their experiences are multi-sensory.
Teachers provide opportunities for children to
see, hear, smell, taste and touch. In the summer
term, all the Reception children take part in 'real’
weddings. As they taste traditional food and smell
the incense at a Hindu wedding and compose
a toast for a traditional Christian wedding, we
know that we are creating experiences they will
remember for many years.

Right from the beginning, there is a focus on the
key skills needed by all children. Parts of each
day are devoted to reading, writing and number
work, and children take part in daily phonics
sessions organised according to need, age and
understanding.

For children from the age of three, our teacher-
led school Nursery is a caring, nurturing space
with curiosity, creativity and a love of learning
at its core. Our experienced staff work and play
alongside the children, developing confidence
and language, and an interest in the world and
their surroundings, which sets children up for a
life-long love of learning.

Alongside our own school Nursery, we enjoy a
close partnership with Children’s Corner, a private
day care and nursery provider who have a building
on site which offers care for babies and toddlers.
The relationship means that our school can work
closely with skilled adults caring for children from
a very young age. Children’s Corner also provides
our school with after-school care for children from
Reception through to Year 6.

We believe that by ensuring from the outset that
ourchildrenare happy, confidentandindependent
learners, we are giving them the best chance of

continued success and achievement.

“Younger children get off to a great start in

the early years. They are safe, happy and ready
to learn.”

Ofsted, October 2019




A school where ...

...great teaching and learning is a ‘given’

At Valley View we believe that our children should
have a broad, rich and relevant curriculum. Each
half term a focused ‘Topic’ builds on previous
learning and enables children to become
empathetic and compassionate citizens whilst
applying their learning in real-life situations.
Our curriculum ensures that children have
knowledge, understanding and integrity, not only
for childhood but also for future challenges. The
curriculum ‘breathes’ our core values- including
an appreciation of cultural and individual diversity,
the need to live sustainably, looking after our wider
community with compassion and humility, and
understanding democracy and the championing
of important causes.

Topics such as ‘The Story of our High Street’ and
‘Carnival’ allow the childrento engage in significant
national and global issues in a local context. We
will always find ways to take our children out and
about, so that their learning makes sense and to
ignite their curiosity. Whether this is a visit to the
local nature reserve, performing Shakespeare in a
city centre theatre, or using our own Forest School
provision, teaching and learning are enhanced by
experience. We know how much children benefit
from school residential visits and therefore offer
families regular opportunities for their children
to develop their independence and to learn away

from home.

At the cornerstone of our curriculum are the core
skills which children need for life-long learning.
Reading, writing and mathematics underpin all
that we learn in school and our staff are skilled in
teaching these in interesting and stimulating ways.
Mathematics, reading and writing take place daily,
as do phonics lessons for younger year groups.

Other subjects such as music, art, drama and PE
also have a high profile - we would like every child
to flourish and a broad curriculum allows this to
happen. Teaching children life skills is an integral
part of all curriculum areas. Whether it is writing
a letter on parchment in a role-play castle, or
presenting and debating current issues, all the
elements of effective communication are taught
to children. Teachers ensure that children see the
relevance of what they learn and can apply what

they know in many new contexts.

“My view is that Valley View'’s Forest School
is a unique offering that is definitely over
and above what is required from the

school curriculum. It provides a wonderful
opportunity for the children to explore
different habitats and creatures first hand.”
Local Councillor, September 2023










A school where...

... every child has a chance to shine

At Valley View, we ensure that every child has their
own special chance to shine. For some children,
their self-confidence means that it may come
naturally to lead others or to score a goal on the
football pitch. For others, we may need to look
more deeply to find the moments when children
can share their personal strengths and talents
with others.

For Lily, her moment came when she performed
a solo (beautifully) in the Nativity. And for Zara,
it was travelling to London and winning a chess
medal in front of our local MP. For Archie, it was
the moment when he found the self-confidence
to perform his Shakespeare lines on stage in a
professional theatre. And for Chloe, her pride at
being chosen to represent the school on a trip to
the Czech Republic will never be forgotten.

Our school provides a rich and diverse curriculum
and this means that children have plenty of
opportunities to develop skills in all areas. From
Year 1 upwards, every child learns to play a
musical instrument and so far this has meant
children have experienced the joy of playing
the clarinet, violin, keyboards, flutes, cornets,

recorders and ocarinas. Much of our music is
taught by specialists and we are very proud of the
way our children demonstrate a love of music.

In a similar way, children can take part in a variety
of sports and physical activities. We have entered
teams for competitions in every sport we can
think of! Within PE lessons, there is also a wide
selection of sports and our provision is enhanced
by sports coaches who come into school and
work with children. We are proud too that the
teaching of swimming means that children leave
our school confident in water.

Every year, all children take part in a drama
performance, and this becomes a highlight for
each class. We are enthusiastic about the arts, and
we have been proud to take part in community
arts events, and take all available opportunity to
explore the arts.

There are countless ways in which our children are
given a chance to shine, and we know that sharing
this with parents and carers will mean increasing
each child’s self-esteem and confidence so that

they can realise their true potential.

: \.:”’«.j_

“Pupils enjoy their lessons, especially in
mathematics and art. Pupils appreciate the
opportunities they have for learning beyond
lessons.”

Ofsted Inspector, October 2019
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A school where...

\,

... each step along the way is valued

For every child, the progress they make on a day-
by-day or year-by-year basis is carefully tracked
and treasured. Teachers meet regularly with
families to share all the successes which children
have had, and to discuss ways to achieve their next
steps. We know that through close partnership
between home and school, we can celebrate how
far children have progressed and that this will
inspire children to continue achieving their best.

On a daily basis, teachers are involved in assessing
areas which children are confident with, and also
identifying what further support a child may need.
Any areas which need more practice or more
assistance are planned for by the classteacher.
Each class has additional adults who work
alongside the classteacher and who are skilled in

supporting children in a variety of ways.

At certain key points during a child’s time in
primary school, teachers will make more formal
assessments of a child’s ability. At the end of
each Key Stage (Reception, Year 2 and Year 6) we
report to the Department for Education the levels
children have reached in Mathematics, Reading
and Writing.

For children in Reception more detailed progress
in all curriculum areas is also reported. In Year 1,
children take part in the Government's Phonics
Check. In all cases, these levels are shared with
families and also reported externally. The school'’s
Governing Board carefully monitors the standards
attained across school, ensuring that every child in
every class makes good progress.

From time to time, any child may need additional
individual support. This could be some time to
talk, perhaps discussing worries with the school'’s
Learning Mentor or something academic which
may need some involvement from school staff or
from an external specialist. Whatever the need, we
will always work in partnership with families for the
best possible outcomes for your child.

“... we're so pleased with her progress and the
school in general. Always friendly, warm and
inviting, with things for parents to get
involved in.”

Parent of Reception child, Summer 2023




A school where ...

... every child knows they are in ‘safe hands’

At Valley View we know that children learn best
when they understand that they are safe and well
cared for. This, in turn, comes from being in an
environment where boundaries are clear and
explicit, and where relationships are respectful
and supportive.

Our school grounds and the building itself are
safe; all entrances and exits are monitored and
we have well-established practices to keep
children safe at all times. We monitor very
carefully anyone coming into school. All our
procedures meet safeguarding guidelines and
we take all available opportunities to screen
adults working in school with measures such as
enhanced DBS and other checks.

“In the last few years, | have been heavily
involved in the transition to High School

days that take place at Leeds West Academy.
I cannot tell you how impressed | have been
by many of the students that | have met from
Valley View. They were so enthusiastic, polite
and interested in all that we were doing,

they are an absolute credit to you and your
teaching staff.”

Local High School teacher, Summer 2023

Behaviour at Valley View is outstanding. All
children are encouraged to treat each other with
respect and they see this modelled by school staff
at all times. Children are taught to understand
each other’s differences and to support the needs
of one another.

Our children take part in workshops covering
topics such as online safety and anti-bullying to
ensure that they learn the skills required to keep
themselves safe, both now and in the future.
Within school, older and younger pupils look
out for one another and age is not a barrier for
friendship and care. Each year the new Reception
children are matched with a ‘buddy’ from Year 6
who will look out for them.










A school where ...

... home and school work side by side

We understand the trust which parents and carers
place in us and even before a child’s first day at
Valley View, we will start to build bonds between
home and school. We believe good home-school
relationships are fundamental to education and
to a child’s success.

Parents and carers are a child’s first educators;
children are at school for a small number of
hours, and for only 190 days per year. At Valley
View, families are given many opportunities to
take part in school life through events such as
assemblies, ‘Sharing our Learning’ day, sports
events, volunteering, Valley View Voice (the regular
school newsletter), class newsletters, texts, home
visits or being part of Valley View Friends (PTA).
Our Governing Board includes three places for
Parent Governors to help lead the school. We
aim to offer as much information and advice as
we can to parents and carers to support them in
helping their children learn.

To support all our families with childcare, we offer
before and afterschool care within the school
building. School staff run a breakfast club which
opens at 7.30am every school day, except training
days. Children’s Corner (the on-site private day-
care provider) offers after-school care every day
from the end of school until 6.00pm. Holiday care
and provision for training days are also provided
by Children’s Corner. Strong links exist between
school and our out-of-school provision and this
means that children can move happily and safely
from one to the other. Children who attend the
school nursery have the option to buy additional
care before and after nursery sessions so that
children can be with us from 7.30am until 5.30pm.

We are very grateful for all the support we receive
from our families. There are several opportunities
each year for formal meetings between families
and teachers, and we always welcome parents and
carers who wish to talk informally, share successes
or discuss any worries about their child. At key
points in a child’s primary education, we organise
a session where we can share key learning and
information.

“This is a caring, nurturing
environment for our children.”
Parent of Year 3 child, Summer 2023




A school where...

...core values are at the heart of all we do

We want our children to be curious, confident and
inspired. Our core values are at the root of all we
do, and are at the heart of our curriculum:

Reflective Learner: Our children will learn to face
challenges with resilience and perseverance,
and will celebrate personal success. We will instil
a love for life-long learning in an increasingly
complex world.

Community Minded: Our children will develop a
deep understanding of the value of being part of
a whole community. Our children will collaborate
and share, and understand that we are better
when we work together.

Democratic and Socially Confident: Our
children will learn to speak up for themselves
and others. They will know right from wrong and
will have strategies for voicing their opinions.
Children will learn about responsibility and will
know that their actions and decisions shape their
own lives and those of others.

Valuing Diversity: Our children will be respectful,
with positive attitudes towards others. Every
individual in our school is important and special
and we will always strive to meet their needs.
Children will begin to understand the complexity
of people’s lives, the process of change, the
diversity of societies and relationships between
different groups.

Appreciative: Our children will develop a sense
of personal spirituality and ambition whilst
learning about culture, the arts, music, science
and technology. Children will learn to think in
a deep and meaningful way, and will develop
strategies to support their own well-being.

Environmentally Conscious: Our children will
understand the delicate balance between human
lifestyle choices and the physical world in which
we live. They will consider what is important to
live a sustainable and fulfilling life.




Valley View Community Primary School
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Rodley

Leeds LS13 1DD

Telephone: 0113 2554972

Email: office@valleyviewschool.org.uk

e O

Website: www.valleyview-pri.leeds.sch.uk



Valley View Community Primary School
Coal Hill Drive

Rodley

Leeds LS13 1DD

Telephone: 0113 2554972

Email: office@valleyviewschool.org.uk
Website: www.valleyview-pri.leeds.sch.uk



